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• There are more than 8 500 sunken wrecks around the world with 
certain amount oil onboard. Also Baltic Sea waters hide numerous 
wrecks with oil onboard. Alone in the Finnish coastline exists 
hundreds of wrecks with oil onboard. Similarly Swedish government 
has carried out a study with Swedish Coast Guard and Chalmers 
University of Technology and mapped significant amount of wrecks 
with oil onboard.  Sunken ships pose also environmental risk close 
to the Estonian coastline. Significant amount of these ships are 
already in such age, where corroded steel plates will let oil 
penetrate through the hull, thus causing a continuous source for 
pollution. Moreover, all wrecks have their own environmental 
characteristics which jointly with the wrecks own condition will 
cause confusion when evaluation risk of pollution. 

 

• SWERA, Sunken Wreck Environmental Risk Assessment is a new 
approach towards  better under-standing of the pollution threat of 
sunken ships. The new and innovative approach combines the 
theoretical risk assessment method developed at Chalmers 
University of Technology, Sweden with an oil removal risk tool by 
SYKE and Alfons Håkans Ltd. Preparing a joint wreck register will be 
coordinated by Tallinn Technical University. The novel salvage 
support tool will further advice technicians and salvage operators to 
design the safe and economically feasible way to work close to the 
sunken wreck, and to execute successful operations. 





• BONUS SWERA had a joint international seminar with WOW III (World of 
Wrecks) international Conference in Gothenburg Sweden in 12.-13 
October 2015. You can find all the presentations of the WOW III from: 
http://www.lighthouse.nu/node/1142 

 

• SWERA project’s webb page:  

• http://www.syke.fi/projects/swera 

• Cover photos: Jouni Polkko/BADEWANNE  
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